
Hello woodworking families, 

This is a challenging time for all of us, dealing with the closures and having to do online and distance 

classes.  You are not alone.  My own daughter at Azusa Pacific University is doing online classes for most 

of her classes, but they are not cancelling college!  They are continuing the semester and she will 

graduate in May, even though her learning method was modified for a period this semester.  A LARGE 

portion of the country is modifying their routine to accommodate for the mandates and 

recommendations.  Whether we think it is justified or not, we have to go with it, and we will get back 

together as a group as soon as possible, as everyone in America is having to do.  But we don’t have to let 

it stop us from learning. 

How will we do woodworking class remotely?  It IS possible, and I am excited about the possibilities for 

your students to learn even more!  First, please be assured that your students will ALL complete their 

individual project as planned for the semester.  I will offer extended class hours when we are back 

together, they can work on their project (or start their project if they have not started it yet) from home, 

and we will integrate some academic learning on the subject.  Your student will be able to actually do 

MORE than if we are meeting!  They will still get their projects done, and we will add some more work 

and learning to it, so this presents a great opportunity for your students!  Here is the challenge: you now 

are truly HOME SCHOOLING!  You will need to be very involved with your students to help them learn at 

home. 

For the start of our distance learning, I am going to give students 2 study/work from home projects.  

One is academic in nature, and one will be a small project.  I will be forwarding the academic portion 

early this week which will involve some reading, videos online, and possibly even a quiz!  The work 

portion of it is that I would like everyone in the class to build a simple step stool.  There will be many 

possible applications (and variations) of this step stool.  It will be extremely low cost, and will require 

very few tools at home – only an electric drill with some drill bits.  This project will allow students to 

learn another aspect of woodworking and construction – the logistical side.  I would like for you all to 

take your student to your favorite home improvement store – I recommend Home Depot or Lowes 

because they have the radial arm saw needed to cut the wood for the project.  If you have a chop saw or 

a radial arm saw at home, you can do this yourself, but part of what I want students to learn is how to 

use other resources available to them to expedite a project.  You will need to purchase three pieces of 

wood 2x4x8’ (only about $3 each), a package of DECKMATE SCREWS (which you could share with other 

students in the class if you have contact with them), sandpaper, and some paint.   

Applications: If you have smaller children in the house who cannot reach the sink to brush their teeth, 

this could be for them to get close to the sink.  If you have tall cabinets in the kitchen and cannot reach 

the top shelves, it could be for reaching those hard to reach places.  In my PE classes I am giving them a 

workout that will involve “step-ups”, an exercise where athletes step up onto a stool knee height.  Many 

of them will need a stool for this and I will be telling them they might be able to purchase one from a 

woodworking student!  So you could help another student with their exercising, and pay for your 

project. 



The videos are posted online for you to watch to accomplish each of the steps, and I will be walking your 

students through the entire process.  I would like you to take them to Home Depot and let your students 

talk to the workers in the lumber department, explain what they are doing, and ask for their help in 

selecting and cutting the wood there at the store.  Don’t do it for them parents, but point them in the 

direction and help them do it for themselves.  They can take along a picture of what we are building to 

show the lumber experts when they purchase and cut their wood. 

I am sending an Excel spreadsheet with a shopping list and a video list on YouTube.  I understand that 

this will not fit into the standard time you have scheduled for woodworking class.  This is why we are not 

streaming a class live.  Getting the materials will be very different for each individual, and will vary by 

family.  Some families may need to get all the materials from Home Depot, and some families may have 

the materials and tools already at home.  You work this on your schedule, but it is important that you 

help your students complete this home project.  You can vary the size as you might want.  Your student 

will learn much more than woodworking skills doing all the steps of this project.  The videos on YouTube 

will fully explain the process.  All you have to do to get the videos is search on Youtube for “Todd Nash 

Woodworking” and they will all come up.  Watch them in numerical order. 

 

When your student finishes their step stool, I would like them to paint it their choice of color/colors, and 

send in a picture of the stool.  If they would like to make it available to other students in the PE classes 

to use for an exercise stool, let me know and I will facilitate the process on my website! 

We will still talk about working on your student’s primary project at home, as well as giving them some 

academic work to complete at home.  This is just the first step.  This project will take your student 

several classes worth of time!  The final video will be posted later this week on painting the stool.  I look 

forward to posting on my website pictures of lots of colorful step stools! 

 

I will also coordinate with each of you individually on your project and what steps you can take on it at 

home.  Please check your email regularly for more communication.  Thank you for your participation in 

class, and let’s use this as an opportunity to learn even more! 

Todd Nash 

 

 


